SAINT MARY’S UNIVERSITY

NOMINATION FORM - BOARD OF GOVERNORS

March 2026
This form must be returned electronically to senate@smu.ca no later than 4:00 P.M. on March 31, 2026
The Saint Mary’s University Board of Governors consists of members of the University community, including alumni, faculty, students, and committed volunteers from the community at large. Through its stewardship role, the Board oversees the conduct of the University’s affairs, ensuring through the President that a qualified and diligent team carries out the day-to-day activities with respect to the University’s financial and other resources, and together with the Senate (responsible for the educational policy of the University), fulfills the mission of the University. 

Strong oversight and governance result from having Board members with the necessary mix of skills and the contribution and inclusion of multiple perspectives when making decisions. Board diversity is crucial to ensuring that the Board effectively governs the University. Saint Mary’s University is committed to equity in its policies, practices, and programs and supports diversity and inclusion in its teaching, learning, and work environments. The University is also committed to accessibility in all its forms. In keeping with these commitments, the Board of Governors, and the Senate welcomes nominations from candidates from all gender identities, racially visible people, Indigenous people, people with disabilities, and others with the skills and knowledge to engage with diverse communities. Nominations of qualified individuals who would contribute to further diversification of our University community are encouraged and welcomed.
The Board is constituted in accordance with the Saint Mary’s University Act (“Act”). The By-laws of Saint Mary’s University have been developed in conjunction with the Act and provide the general framework in which the Board works. The Board of Governors Charter sets out the role and responsibilities of the Board, and the responsibilities and expectations of individual Governors. The Board has also adopted a Board of Governors Code of Conduct Policy, which sets out the standards of personal and professional conduct expected of all Board members. This policy, along with the annual disclosure of potential conflicts of interest form, must be accepted and signed by every governor prior to commencing service on the Board. For more information about the Board, please visit the Board of Governors page on the University website. All people interested in serving on the Board of Governors are encouraged to review these documents and to be fully aware of the role and responsibilities of governors before submitting a nomination. The University Secretariat is available to answer any questions, which can be submitted to board@smu.ca. 

There are six faculty seats on the Board, elected by the University's academic staff. The Senate oversees the elections of faculty members to the Board. Joining the Board is a good opportunity to engage in collegial governance and to help set the future direction of our university.
Below is the current membership of this group:
	2026-2029
	2025 – 2028 
	2024-2027
	2023-2026 – Completing Term 

	Vacancy
	Erin Adlakha, ERTH 
	Rylan Higgins, ANTH
	Ather Akbari, ECON

	Vacancy
	Gugu Hlongwane ENGL
	Bill Sewell, HIST
	Jason Rhinelander, EGNE


There are two (2) vacancies to be filled by this election, each for a term of three-years to commence immediately after the 2026 AGM.  
To be valid, the Nomination Form must be accepted by the Nominee(s) and supported by two electorate members. It must also include a number of nominations not exceeding the number of vacancies to be filled. Emails will be accepted as a notice of intention to serve and support nominations.
Names of Nominees


Signatures of Nominees
1.  __________________________

__________________________

2.  __________________________

__________________________

     Signatures/print names of Nominators

1.  ______________________/______________________

2.  ______________________/______________________

For your information, the results of all elections can be found at 

URL: Elections | University Secretariat | Saint Mary's University

